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Part 1. Before the Tokyo Olympic Games
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Japan has had three successful bids for the Olympics Games: Tokyo 1940, 1964 and 2020.
Through these Olympics, Japan aimed to express its culture to the world. Tokyo 1940 was
finally cancelled because of war, but the Japanese people made efforts to prepare for the Games.
What were the visions of these Tokyo Games and what did the public do to incorporate the
Olympic Games into their society?

There are common underlying visions in the three bids for the Tokyo Games. One of these is
the significance of holding the Games in Asia, the second is reconstruction and recovery from
disaster, the third is hospitality, and the fourth is to reinforce and renew the Olympic values for
succeeding generations.

Tokyo’s appeal is its uniqueness - the harmony of western facilities and traditional nature.
Tokyo 1940 and Tokyo 1964 tried to promote the Olympic spirit throughout Asia. Tokyo 2020
has tried to promote the value of sport to the world through the Sport for Tomorrow project, in

which the University of Tsukuba is a partner.
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The University of Tsukuba library has valuable photo albums that introduce Tokyo City,
Japanese culture and sports from 1933, 1935 and 1956. One of these was presented to other
I0C members by Prof. Jigoro Kano. It included pictures of sightseeing spots, sport activities and
recovery from the 1923 Great Kanto Earthquake, examples of fine Japanese hospitality and the

bid vision.

1 Tokyo : sports center of the Orient
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Tokyo Municipal Office, Tokyo : Kawaguchi Printing Works, 1935
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The Japan Amateur Athletic Association published some books on the history of the Olympics to
educate the Japanese public about the Olympics. After winning the right to hold the Tokyo 1940
Olympics, the Board of Tourist Industry, Japanese Govt. published books on Japanese culture
describing Japanese nationality, education system, family life, Sumo, Judo, dance, hot springs
and other topics.
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3.Before Tokyo 1964
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The announcement of Tokyo as the 1964 host city was decided in an IOC session in 1959.
The presenter spoke about an essay regarding the “five circles” in a Japanese elementary
school textbook. The Ministry of Education published Olympic readers to help students
understand about Olympism.
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25 Tokyo Games facilities,
Oct. 10-24, 1964
Tokyo : Organizing Committee for the Games of

the XVIII Olympiad, 1964
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Tokyo : Organizing Committee for the Games of XVIII Olympiad, 1960-1964
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Part 2 During the Tokyo Olympic Games
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The 18th Olympic Games, the first edition of the Games to be hosted in Asia was held at the
National Stadium in 1964. Many countries from Asia and Africa participated in the Games. The
IOC president declared that the Olympics truly became an international event and an expression
of world culture in Tokyo. This was the aim of Prof. Jigoro Kano for the Tokyo Games in 1940.

The last torch bearer was a youth who was born in Hiroshima on 6th August 1945. It was
the first Olympic Games to include a women'’s team sport, volley ball and an Asian sport, Judo.
The Paralympic Games also held in Tokyo, was hosted in Asia for the first time.
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The Olympic Charter at that time indicated that the host country should have an artistic
exhibition during the Games. The Tokyo Organizing Committee curated an exhibition of
Ukiyoe, traditional arts, photos and sport stamps. In addition, traditional martial arts and

Naginata and Kabuki were performed in theaters.
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30 Art exhibition in Tokyo Olympic Games : sports philately
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2. The Olympics as Popular Culture /‘ y /,, , /. L, /.
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Magazines for boys and girls were featured during the Olympics. Stories of the Olympic
athletes and highlights of the Games were introduced in these magazines. Women's magazines
posted views on matters of interest, such as the best dressed foreign athletes and visitors.

Stationery stores were filled with Olympic-related goods such as Olympic Karuta, imitation
Olympic torch, rulers and pencils and pencil cases with the Olympic logo.
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Part 3. After the Tokyo Olympic Games
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Many media celebrated the success of the Games. According to children’s commentary
books, children were impressed by the international exchange and exhibitions of fair play.
Some children indicated that they could not understand what happened in the track and
field stadium. They suggested that someone should have explained the rules in detail.. Some
foreign media criticized the collective and unified behavior of Japanese society. In contrast
some Japanese were sensitive to the reaction of foreigners.

When the bid for Tokyo 2020 was successful in 2013, some books reported comparisons
with Tokyo 1964, including differences and the continuity of vision. Tokyo 1964 was the
product of strong economic development, and Tokyo 2020 represents the holding of the
Games in a stable era whilst considering the need for diversity in the future.
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