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One American Perspective of the Current Crisis

As many a journalist has pointed out, Septem-
ber 11th, 2001 will be one of those days that live
in the minds of the American people forever. In
my own case, by sheer whim, I tuned into CNN,
just to see what was going on back in the States.
What met my eyes were images of destruction
that failed to register in my mind as reality at
first. A bad disaster movie? But then why on
CNN? But as reality began to sink in, I found
myself simply stunned and speechless. I was
glued to the set until the early morning hours,
unable to sleep or think about anything else.

What was this shock anyway? Well, as an
American, I know we have been too complacent
about our sense of safety in the U.S. and have felt
a certain detachment whenever we hear of terror-
ism abroad. “Oh, those poor people...”-we could
feel some sadness but still secure in our own
safety. Not anymore. American people have been
murdered on American soil in a surprise attack
often compared to that of Pearl Harbor....

Pearl Harbor.... Hmmmmm..... Apart from the
element of surprise, a terrorist attack aimed at
civilians and an attack of a military installation
during wartime are two quite different things,
aren’t they? And, all too predictably, President
Bush vowed that evil will be found out, and those
responsible will be brought to justice. Like others
before him, he cast America as the heroes in the
white hats with bin Laden and his associates as
the black-hatted villains. We Americans, victim-
ized on our home turf for the first time, needed to
hear this kind of message and he knew this.

There is no denying what bin Laden and his
cronies have done was a crime against humanity.
After seeing the destruction done to symbols of
American power and coming to grips with the
enormous human toll, a desire for revenge is
natural. However, Bush’s response to this trag-
edy seems only like an attempt to satisfy this
initial and rather base desire. Of course, rallying
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the American people together and showing our
unity and strength in the face of tragedy was
important. But will retaliation bring about any
kind of favorable outcome? Aren’'t we reducing
ourselves to the same level as the likes of bin
Laden? Won’t bombing Afghanistan only make a
very volatile situation even more so? Will this
long term “war on terrorism” result in a more
peaceful world?

I remember seeing a picture in the newspaper
of some people holding a sign with a message
reading something like “America! Think why
other countries hate you.” Americans tend to see
ourselves as a good, decent people, and the very
idea that we might be hated is quite foreign to us.
(A Japanese friend of mine once said to me that
Americans are so simple-minded. At that time, I
got angry but now I feel I understand what she
meant.) We do not tend toward introspection and
such negative comments invite individual and
collective shock. At the same time, however, I
could not help but wonder whether even Amer-
ican allies might be able to relate to this senti-
ment to some degree.

America is a young country, one that happens
to have an incredible history of worldly success,
a rather cocky whipper-snapper among nations
whose longer histories have given them a mea-
sure of wisdom that we lack. Are we really so
morally upright and just? Have we not perpetrat-
ed some injustices and atrocities ourselves-the
massacre of Indians, the enslavement of blacks,
the internment of Japanese Americans, the bomb-
ings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki? Have we the
right to dictate to others simply by virtue of our
“superpower” status? Perhaps we are a bit too
self-righteous, too sure of ourselves, and in need
of some humility. Perhaps, this may have been
the opportunity for reflection and careful consid-
eration rather than for the retaliatory raising of
arms and the shedding of more innocent blood.
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