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Library manners in modern Japanese books on rules of decorum
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to consider a formation process of library manners through the trans-
formation of the descriptions about the library manners in modern Japanese books on rules of deco-
rum. This paper analyzes them before certification system (1872-1886), in certification textbook pe-
riod (1886-1903) and in the national textbook period (1903-1945). The results are as follows : (1)
Library manners are observed in modern Japanese books on rules of decorum after Taisho Era. (2)
Initially, how to use books in libraries was, written and then how to manner in libraries was made an
addition to them. (3) After being published Reihoyoko known as a national standard of etiquette edu-
cation, a library has been treated as a public property in modern Japanese books on rules of decorum.
We can consider that the etiquette books began to cover the library manners in Taisho Era because the
number of library increased at a faster rate in that period. Adoption by Reihoyoko of the library man-
ners facilitated the standardization of them and expanded them nationwide. The results of this study
conclude that is one cause of a formation of library manners.
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