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xx INTRODUCTION

tion and unnatural interpretation in this field, yet the false
hopes of the alchemist and his unscientific methods show
that even chemistry has had to grow away from a mass of
ignorant belief that prevented its being worthy the name of

science.
But the biological sciences were still slower to come to
their true position as dignified science. Here was the last

stronghold of the supernaturalist. Thrust out from the field

of “physical science " it was in the phenomena of life that the
Tast stand was made by those who claim that supernatural
agency intervenes in nature in such a way as to modify the
natural order of events! When Darwin came to di:
them from this, their last intrenchment, there was

intense and bitter, but, like all attempts to stay the pr
of human knowledge, this final stru
ists was foredoomed to failure.
taken its place beside the other
relations, and largely through i
become truly a science with a la

e of the supernatural-

e theory of evolution has

at conceptions of natural

blishment biolog;

ified. The d

which followed the publication of Darwin’s “ Origin of Spe-

sistently arranged and properly ussion
cies” lasted for nearly a generation, but it is now practically
closed, so far as any attempt to discredit evolution as a

true scientific generalization is concerned. Scientists are no

PLATE 30.— Male (upper figure)

31 An Outline of the Theory of Organic Evolution: With a Description of Some of the Phenomena
Which It Explains. M.M.Metcalf. New York: Macmillan, 1904. (EXE)
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